In studying the history of cholera in India, and the influence of fairs, famines, floods, and season, on its development and dissemination, it will be best to commence with the consideration of the facts that have been recorded by professional experts ; who have had ample experience, whose intelligence is acknowledged, and whose honour is undoubted. From these facts different opinions may be formed by different individuals without altering their value, any more than the absence of other evidence, or negative evidence, can disprove them.
It is not my intention now to enter upon many of the most important points regarding the nature of the specific entity or germ of cholera, its action on the human system, or the pathological changes induced by it; nor to dwell on the means of warding off its attacks, or remedying the disease when it appears. I shall limit my observations to the influence of certain customs, and accidents of local floods and famines and seasons in general, in causing the development and dissemination of the disease.
The first subject to which I would draw attention is that of fairs. " Jatra," or assemblages of pilgrims at certain sacred places, have been the custom in India from time immemorial. The medical profession in India? has long been alive to the danger of these fairs, and it is pointed out in the first Reports of the Sanitary Commissioners of Bombay and Madras for the year 1866, and the subject is prominently mentioned in the subsequent Reports of the Sanitary Commissioners of the North-West and Central Provinces, the Punjaub, Bengal, and Assam.
The Ganges is held sacred throughout the whole of Hindostan, and pilgrimages are frequent to its source amidst the snows of the Himalayas at Gungootree; to its entrance into the plains at Hurdwar; to its junction with the Jumna at Praag, or Allahabad. These are the most celebrated places of resort; and they are visited at all times, but especially in the early part of the year, which is the most healthy season for travelling.
At certain periods there are jubilees at these places, at which special privileges are conferred. At Hurdwar every twelfth year is considered especially sacred, and the crowd accumulated on the bare ground at the banks of the river (which in ordinary years amounts to from 30,000 to 50,000), will, on these occasions, rise to from one to three millions of people. 
